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THE CIRCULAR 


Is an exponent of Bible Communism. It advocates the Re- 
tigion of the Bible, and the Socialism of the Primitive Church. 

It recognizes the fact that the Kingdom of Heaven, as for 
ages prayed for, is now actually coming into the world, and it 
will look for its presence in every field of action. 

It will embrace within its scope whatever is progressive and 
inspiring in Science, Literature, Art, and the News of the 
World, and will aim to interpret all events from a spiritual point 
of view, and in their relations to the great Providential move- 
ment of the times. 

It is offered to those who desire it, as the Gospel is, without 
money and without price, or at One Dollar a year to those 
who prefer to pay. 

At present the Circular is supported principally by the funds 
of the Oneida Community and its branch at Wallingford, aided 
by the free contributions of its friends, and the remittances of 
those who choose to pay forit. Our expectation, however, is, 
that the idea of a FREE DAILY RELIGIOUS PRESS, as the 
complement and consummation of Free Schools, Free Churches, 
and Free Benevolent Societies, will gradually become known, 
and be appreciated among all spiritually minded religionists, 
and that thus the Circular, as the embodiment of that idea, 
will draw to itself a voluateer constituency more whole-hearted, 
for instance, than that which surrounds the Bible Society, and 
endows it annually with a revenue of several hundred thousand 
dollars. 

Specimen numbers will be forwarded to those requesting 
them. Any subseriber wishing to discontinue his paper, should 
return us a copy with his name and residence written upon it, 
and the simple order, ‘‘ Discontinue.” 

A idress ** THE CIRCULAR, Oneida, N. ¥.” 





Our Purpose in the Future, 


1. Religion is, by right, the highest teacher of 
mankind, and ought to use the most commanding 
instrumentality. 

2. The press is, at this day, the most commanding 
instrumentality of instruction. Therefore religion 
ought to lay out its strength not in the pulpit but 
on the press. 

8. Journalism is the superior function of the 
press—more effective than book-making, because 
more continuous and universalinitsoperation. Re- 
iigion ought, therefore, to take the lead in Jour- 
nalism. 

4. The Daily Press is the highest form of Jour- 
nalism—as much more effective than the weekly 
press, as the latter is more effective than book-mak- 
ing,and for thesamereason. Religion ought there- 
fore to ascend from the pulpit to the sanctum of the 
Daily Press. 

5. Believing that what ought to be done can be 
done, the publishers and friends of The Circular, 
in the name of the Christian religion, have pur- 
posed and are expecting to institute a Daily Reli- 
gious Press, so soon as Providence opens the way, 
and theaneans are nae in their name 


The Oneida “Community, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
Ss. New house’s 


SUPERIORSTEEL TRAPS, 


inameled Traveling-Bigs, Palm-Leaf 
Hats, Caps, Satin Cravats, &c. 
DEALERS IN 
FRUIT & ORNAMENTAL TREES, GRAPE VINES, 
STRAWBERRY PLANTS, &c., 
Groen & Preserved 
FRUITS AND VEGETABLES; 
ALSO IN 


SEWING, SADDLERS', EMBROIDERY AND MACHINE SILKS, 
Ucders for any of the above articles directed to 
THE ONEIDA COMMUNITY, Oneida, N. ¥. 
will receive a attention. 


ae a Orne 


Publications. 


THES BEREAN; A Manual for the help of those 
who seek the Faith of the Primitive Church: an 
octavo volume of 500 pages.—By J. H. Noyes. 
Price, $1,50. 

The bereancontains free, outline discussions of the great 
Religions topics of interest: Salvation from Sin, The New 
Rirth. Tae Second Coming, Resurrection, Origin of Evil.Our 
Relationsto the Heavenly Church, Abolition of Death,Con- 
densation of Life, &c., &c.—treated strictly according to 
Bible evidences. but developing many new and interesting 
Conclusions.differing widely from those of the old Theology. 
Aliwio wish to understand Biste Communtsm—its constitu” 
tious) basis, and prospects of success—should acquaint them- 
selves with the contents of this book. 


BILE COMMUNISM; A Compilation from the 


Ananal Reports and other publications of the 
Oueita Community and its branches; presenting, 
in connection with their llistory, asummary view 
ir Religiousand Social Theories. 128 pages, 
Price, 50 cts. 








orth 


octavo. 


SALVATION FROM SIN; Explained and de- 
fended by JH. Noves. Pamphlet, 64 cts. 

~-ge" Past Volumes of the Circular can be fur- 

nished to order; and any of the sbove Publications 
may be sent by mail to all parts of the country 





I'he Gusiéds Cheneauniées 
Where and What it is. 


—The Community consists of about 220 members, 
comprising men, women, youth and children, nearly 
in equa! proportions. They cultivate 386 acres of 
their own land, in the towns of Lenox and Vernon, 
State of New York ; Post Office address, Oneida, N. Y. 
For an account of their manufactures and produc- 
tions, see the preceding card. 

—The Community has been established here about 
fourteen years, and is self-supporting. There is a 
branch community located at Wallingford, Conn, 
which is also self-supporting. 

—The Community takes its origin from religious 
faith and thorough devotion to the tcachings of the 
Bible, simply and rationally interpreted. Its mem- 
bers hold, among their distinguishing points of be- 
lief, that Christ offers himself to the world, asa 
perfect savior from sin; that his Second Coming 
took place at the close of the Apostolic age; that 
the Kingdom of Heaven then founded in the invisi- 
ble world is now extending itself into visible 
humanity ; that all good and evil are the results of 
spiritual agency, and hence, that faith is the best 
medicine for both soul and body; that the age of 
miracles is not past, &c. For a full statement of 
their religious views, and the arguments therefor, 
see the Berean, a book published by the Community. 

—The social organization is that of entire Com- 
munism like that of the day of Pentecost, when ‘ no 
man said that aught of the things that he possessed 
was his own, but they had all things common.’ 
The relation of the sexes is placed, not like that of 
common society, on the basis of law and constraint, 
neither on the opposite one of mere freedom; but 
on that of INSPIRATION, TRULY DERIVED BY COMMUNI- 
CATION WITH THE SPIRIT OF Gop. For amore full 
discussion of these principles, see Bible Communism, 
a pamphlet of 128 pages, for sale here. 

—For its government, the Community has no for- 
mal constitution, code of laws, or officership, but de- 
pends on the maintenance of a good spirit, securing 
VITAL ORGANIZATION, like that which animates the 
human body, and on the exercise of FREE CRITICISM 
on the part of all its members. Those persons who 
are the most spiritual secure the most confidence, 
and consequently have the most influence, whoever 
they are. Joun H. Noyes, as the medium by which 
these truths have been mainly developed in this 
age, is respected as atrue leader. In business, 
those persons whose attractions and capacities fit 
them for posts of responsibility are sought out and 
placed in charge of the different departments. 


—The object of the Community is to live a true 
life, setting forth in all their relations the principles 


and spirit of what they believe to be resurrection | 


society. They consider themselves members and 
subjects of the Kingdom of Heaven, and their social 
innovations but as parallel movements with tele- 
graphing and railroading in the department of out- 
ward communication. They do not profess to 
have arrived at perfect results yet in many re- 
spects. How far they have attained is open 
to the inspection of all sincere and well-behaved 
people who will take pains to read their writings, 
understand their principles, and make known their 
wish for a personal visit at the Community. 

—-Tue Crrcutar is our weekly organ, and is of- 
fered on such terms as make it accessible to every 
one. Those who receive its spirit and have the 
ability to do so, will deal generously with the Com- 
munity in sharing its expense, and contributing to 
its usefulness. To the poor it is offered as a gift. 

The following may serve as a condensed formulaof 


PRINCIPLES AND MEASURES, 


The Kingdom of Heaven, established by Christin the 
interior sphere at his Second Coming, A. D. 70. 
Unity of all believers in this world and in Hades, 
with the Kingdom in the Heavens. 

Resurrectien of the Spirit. by the faith and confes- 
sion of Christ, abolishing Sin and Selfishness. 

Resurrection of the Body, as a sequence of the fore- 
going, overcoming Disease, renewing Youth, and 
abolishing Death. 

Community of Property of all kinds, with Inspira- 
tion tor distribution. 

Dwelling togetherin Association, or Complex Fami- 
lies. 

Home Churches and Home Schools. 

Meetings every Evening. 

Lord’s Supper at every Meal. 

Free Criticism the Regulator of Society. 

Horticulture the leading business for subsistence. 

A Daily Press, divorcedfrom Mammon, and devo- 

ted to God. 


FLOWER SEEDS. 

For sale, a choice assortment of Flower Seeds, of 
our own raising. They will be furnished in coliec- 
tions of twenty-five sorts for $1. 

We have also on hand an assortment, comprising 
some rare and valuable flower seeds, obtained of a 
Seedsman and Florist. They will be furnished in 
collections of twenty-five sorts, for $1. 

Persons wishing to purchase seeds for the coming 
sesson, may order from us through the mail. 
Address, ONEIDA COMMUNITY, 

Oneida, N. Y. 
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Kingdom of God. 


The Old Testament is full of predic- 
tions concerning the final establishment 
of the kingdom of God in the world. It 
constantly alludes to a future state of 
things in which God should be acknowl- 
edged, and should have full influence over 
all the affairs, interests, and institutions, 
of society. Read, for example, the vis- 
ions and interpretations of Daniel, and 
the prophecies of Zechariah. The pre- 
dictions however in the Old Testament 
concerning the kingdom of God, are gen- 
eric, not particular. They do not make 
a clear distinction of the process by which 
that kingdom was tocome. For this we 
must go to the New Testament; and 
there we find that it has a duplicate rela- 
tion, requiring for its final establishment 
a twofold process. 

As man is created with a twofold na- 
ture, interior and exterior, and redemp- 
tion takes effect first on the soul and then 
on the body, so the power of his king- 
dom_was to produce its effects first in the 
interior or spiritual world, and afterwards 
in the external. John the Baptist was 
the first man who, referring to the pre- 
dictions of the Old Testament, preached 
“The kingdom of heaven is at hand.”— 
Christ followed with the same testimony ; 
and after him, his disciples and apostles 
continued the proclamation to the end of 
the apostolic age. “The kingdom of 
heaven is at hand.” But the kingdom 
then at hand was a kingdom of whieh 
Christ was the seed and head. He came 
‘to take his position at the head of all 
principality and power.; and to secure 
the conditions of this elevation, he died, 
rose from the dead, and ascended to the 
angelic world. By this process he be- 
came master of all the thrones and do- 
minions of heaven and hell—the spirit- 
ual head of all power—the sovereign and 
judge of the human race, of which the 
greater part were in the invisible world 
to which he ascended. The position that 
he assumed after his ascension, is fre- 
quently described by Paul, in very forci- 
ble language. [ See Phil. 2: 5—10, Eph. 
4: 8—10.] And it was to this euper- 
eminent position which he had won, that 
they constantly referred in what they 
said about the kingdom of God. 

Let us see now the commencement and 
progress of his actual administration. It 
opens with the first judgment and resur- 
rection. As God had divided the human 
race into two great parties, Jews and Gen- 
tiles, so he had provided for, and Christ 
had clearly predicted, two judgments and 
two resurrections corresponding to this 
division. Of the first it was said that it 
should take place at his Second Coming, 
within the generation that witnessed his 
humiliation and death. It was to be at- 
tended with the change and translation 
of all the living saints, and the resurrec- 
tion to life or damnation of all that part 
of the spiritual world whicn stood rela- 
ted tothem. It is clear that these sub- 
lime transactions, the initiatory acts of 








his administration, took plaee immedi- 
ately after the destruction of Jernsalem, 
in the invisible world, where he had plan- 
ted his throne. The world knew noth- 
ing of it, as it knew nothing of his res- 
urrection at the time it occurred ; but as 
his resurrection was a positive and effi- 
cient fact on which were founded tremen- 
dous consequences relating to our eternal 
interests, so his Second Coming, and the 
resurrection of his spiritual body, the 
church, was a fact in which tremendous 
consequences were involved. It effected 
the full redemption of the soul of the 
human race ; it established the kingdom 
of God in the interior sphere, and proved 
Christ to be the actual king of the world. 
His sovereignty from that time onward 
has been, on the whole, the ruling power 
in a}l human affairs. He has been the 
real king, not because he has secured an 
acknowledgment of bis claim, or destroyed 
the devil’s power, and supplanted the 
nominal governments of the earth ; but 
because he has been in possession of the 
soul of the world. His relation to the 
political and spiritual dynasties of the 
world during the interval since his Second 
Coming, may be seen by studying the 
following prophecy of Paul. Speaking of 
the different periods of resurrection, he 
says : 

“Every man {shall be raised] in his own or- 
der; Christ the first-fruits; afterward they that 
are Christ’ s, at his coming ; then jafterward, Gr.} 
the end, when he shall have delivered up the king- 
dom to God, even the Father, when he shall have 
put dewn all rule and all authority and power. 
For he must reign tillhe hath put all enemies 
under*his feet. The last enemy that shall be de- 
stroyed is death. For he hath put all things un- 
der his feet. But when he saith, All things are 
put under him ; it is manifest that he is excepted 
who did put all things under him. And when 
all things shall be subdued unto him, chen shall 
the Sen also himself be subject unto him who put 
all things under him, that God may be all in 
all.” 1 Cor, 15; 23—28. 

“He must reign till he hath put all 
enemies under his feet.” The position 
of power, and the imperial office, were 
won when he ascended up on high—it 
only remained to subdue, destroy, and 
root eut from his dominion, the spiritual 
usurpers that he had already met and 
vanquished in his own person; and to 
extend his immediate government to the 
distant provinces of his kingdom. This 
process commenced at the Second Com- 
ing, and has steadily proceeded since.— 
The final kingdom of God then began in 
the heavens, in the interior part of the 
great human circle ; and that kingdom, 
working from within outward, has been 
on its way to the full accomplishment of 
all the predictions concerning it. 

Christ has ruled the nations not in 
peace, but with a rod of iron. This is in 
accordance with the transition policy 
which has for its object the subjugation 
of all things under him. We must rec- 
ognize his kingdom as operating for the 
last 1800 years chiefly in this coercive 
way. Any one who reviews history with 
an eye of faith, can see evidences of his 
rule. He has not been recognized by the 
world, yet we can now see clear, distinct 
traces of his hand and of his design in 
the past management of nations. 

The Roman Empire was the agent 
that he used to destroy the Jewish na- 
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tion. But this same Roman Empire 
was afterwards dashed in pieces like a 
potter’s vessel. At the commencement 
of Christianity it ruled over almost the 
whole earth. It was atheistic and idol- 
atrous, despising the name of Christ, and 
persecuting his feeble followers. But it 
could not withstand his decree. It was 
broken into fragments ; and out of its 
ruins grew up Christendom—powers rec- 
ognizing, externally at least, the name of 
Christ. Thus his name has shown itself 
superior to all the names and national 
power of the earth. 

Daniel, in his interpretation of Nebu- 
chadnezzar’s dream, carries us forward to 
the present time. The image of gold, sil- 
ver, brass, iron and clay, which the king 
saw, represents the different great dynas- 
ties which were to have power in the 
world. In his interpretation, Daniel dis- 
tinctly identifies the head of the image 
with Nebuchadnezzar, or the Babylonian 
empire. The silver and brazen parts of 
the image point out the Persian and 
Greek monarchies, which successively 
overshadowed the world after the Baby- 
lonian, The legs and feet, made of iron 
and clay, correspond to the Roman em- 
pire, and to its broken, divided condition 
in its latter days. The toes of the feet 
unquestionably denote the numerous po- 
litical States, fragments of the old Ro- 
man empire, which now occupy: the civil- 
ized world. We are livirg in the time 
of the broken state of the last. universal 
monarchy. The power of the world is 
not now a unit, as it was in the days 
of Nebuchadnezzar and for many subse- 
quent ages. There-is no overshadowing 
power like the ancient Greek and great 
Roman empires, On the contrary the 
government of the earth is divided among 
numerous nations; and these are so 
matched and balanced, that no one can 
attain anything like universal suprema- 
cy. “ Balance of power” is the maxim 
which regulates the international poli- 
tics, and the diplomacy of European gov- 
ernments, And the jealousy with which 
this principle is maintained, and the pow- 
er of enforcing it by combination which 
the lesser powers possess, renders it im- 
possible for any one government to ac- 
quire undue influence in the affairs of 
the world. 

This certainly corresponds with the 
state of things which Daniel predicted 
should exist after the disruption of the 
Roman empire. And what follows ? “In 
the days of these kings shall the God of 
heaven set up a kingdom which shall 
never be destroyed ;... it shall break in 
pieces and consume all these kingdoms, 
and it shall stand forever.” We per- 
ceive, then, that while Christ was setting 
up his kingdom in the heavens, restoring 
to human nature the paradise of God in 
the invisible world, he has also been on 
his march to establish his kingdom exter- 
nally in this world. Beginning with the 
Roman empire, his competitor for uni- 
versal dominion, he destroyed it, and sub- 
stituted a system by which political pow- 
er should be divided, checked, and bal- 
anced among the nations. Afterward 
we find hima ruling these nations ‘ with 


a rod of iron.” 

There can be no mistake as to the na- 
ture of that kingdom which God prom- 
ised to establish at last in the world. If 
the head of the image represented an ex- 
ernal kingdom, then all that follow it in 


the vision are external. You may say 
the kingdom to be set up isa spiritual 
one. But that view belongs to the trans- 
action that took place, at the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem. The spiritual king- 
dom of God was founded 1800 years ago, 
It can only be true that the kingdom to 
come is an external one. “It shall 
break in pieces,” says Daniel, “ and con- 
sume all these kingdoms.” It is not to 
be excluded, like the sects, from secular 
affairs, or to keep aloof from politics. 
Those same powers that are the substi- 
tutes for the Roman and Grecian king- 
doms, are to be broken in pieces and su- 
perseded by it. 

The first setting up then of the king- 
dom of God, was in the soul of the uni- 
verse. So his first invasion was an as- 
sault on the religion of the world—of 
which Judaism was the ruling dynasty 
and representative. But in his second 
invasion, he will seize the external pow- 
er of the world. There is no exception 
to his claim. “He must reign till he 
hath put a// enemies under his feet.” 
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The Right Idea. 





When the trumpet-tongued orators of the 
nation speak out in the bold aud manly way 
that H. W. Beecher has of late, there is hope 
that the people are approaching the right 


ground to be taken in this war, and where 


alone success awaits them. Witness the fol- 
lowing excerpts from the leading editorial in 
the last Independent (July 31): 

** To-day it is not a question so much which 
shall conquer, as which shall exist as a civil 
community—the North or the South? Moral 
influence is ended. Only the Sword now ar- 
gues! 

*¢ The South, with all its material force, and 
with every living fiber filled and electrified 
with its peculiar political philosophy, is 
consolidated, armed, embattled, and skill- 
fully led. They mean no less than our destruc- 
tion. Their own independence: is the present 
claim. But the same causes which led them 
to refuse to remain in a Government of which 
they were not chiefs, will lead them to refuse 
to dwell on a continent of which they are not 
masters. If they do not meanit, they will 
have to mean it. Itis the destiny of their 
Logic. 

** On the other hand, called against its own 
will into this War, the North should under- 
stand precisely its situation and what it has to 
do. It is the war not merely of two armies— 
not of two dynasties urged only by ambition. 
It is a war of those principles which generate 
political forces. It is a war of Fates. It is 
not external and casual conflict. It is internal, 
essentia!—-the principle of life resisting the 
fermentation of morbific matter. * * * * 

** It is not enough that we increase our men 
and means. We shall never succeed until we 
accept the IDEA latent in this conflict. Sla- 
very must be crushed. Liberty must have ab- 
solute and unquestioned dominion on this con- 
tinent. We will not have oppression under 
tlie symbol of a scepter or of a whip—neithcr 
exported from abroad nor sprouting from our 
own soil! This continent is dedicated to Lib- 
erty. Itis the mission of this generation of 
men to establish free institutions from ocean to 
ocean. We sought todo it in Peace. Since 
War has come, we will seek to take from its 
repulsiveness and horror by making it serve 
the noblest ends of human liberty. If it is for 
Liberty upon a whole continent that we fight, 
then, every son or brother that falls is a sac- 
rificial victim. By his blood we ransom gen- 





erations of men! 
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‘To this one grand result, which for years 
we honestly strove to gair by the methods of 
peace, now that against our wish, and againsi 
every effort, War has been thrust upon us, we 
now would summon this people to lend every 
energy. Along this path, shall we be dragged 
by Divine Providence, hesitating, stumbling, 
like a suilen or a stupid boy that pulls at is 
father’s tand, whining and crying; or shall we 
stand up like men, with loins girded, sword 
drawn, with hearts fixed, and an intelligent 
acceptance of that Guide who points out the 
road of safety right across the ruins of Slavery, 
and says, ‘ This is the way, walk ye in it ?’ 

‘“The way to make the Administration see 
this truth, is to see it ourselves. There isa 
kind of political mesmerism. Our rulers will 
partake of our sensations. What the people 
see, the President will see. What the people 
taste, will repeat itself on the President’s 
tongue. 

‘¢ Let the sentence be spoken. Let all hin- 
drances and hesitations end. Lift up the ban- 
ner! And as the winds of war roll out its 
folds, let those letters shine out as if God had 
written them with heavenly light, ‘* UNIVER- 
SAL EMANCIPATION.” 

The position taken in the above extracts is 
in the main a sound one. ‘This war, in its 
truest sense, ‘‘is not,” as Beecher says, ‘‘ ex- 
ternal and casual conflict ;”’ but ‘* it is inter- 
pal, essential ;? and the sooner the mass of 
the people see this, and regulate their action 
accordingly, the sooner will the war be ended. 
If the people see this truth clearly, they will 
make the Administration see it. The princi- 
ples of Right and Justice lie at the foundation 
of the struggle, and if the great heart of the 
people is made aglow with the burning mag- 
netism of truth and righteousness, it will make 
itself felt by their rulers. ‘lhe action of the 
people will control the action of the Govern- 
ment. And to make this action effectual to the 
putting down of that curse of this age, that 
blight upon modern civilization, slavery, the 
enthusiasm of the people for the right will 
have to be raised to the highest pitch. Al- 
ready there are indications of the growth of 
this enthusiasm, and not the least among them 
is the course taken by such earnest men as 
Beecher. Already that baneful and unworthy 
prejudice against men of color is giving way, 
and men who have heretofore been set against 
them are becoming willing to do justice to the 
down-trodden blacks. Since this war com- 
menced the negroes have behaved so well— 
have exercised so much self-control, and 
shown so much intelligence, that they have 
risen much in public estimation. They have 
shown a thoughtfulness and capacity that 
northern men had not given them credit for, 
and we are greatly mistaken, if, before this 
struggle is over, they do not make for them- 
selves a higher place on the plane of humanity, 
than that they have heretofore occupied. 

Great bodies and great ideas move slowly, 
and we are content if we can but see progress. 
We know that God is in this conflict, and that 
he will not prosper the people of the North in 
a way to build them up in pride and the love 
of caste; but he will huawble them by adver- 
sity till they shall be willing and glad to do 
justice to all men, black as well as white. 

Surely the dawn ofa better day for this 
people is approaching, and hope brightens in 
anticipation of the sure victories of Truth and 
Righteousness in store for them.—a_ w. c. 

ees 

Geo. W. Childs, Publisher, 628 & 630 Chest- 
nut Street, Philadelphia announces as in prepara. 
tion, Major General Fremont’s Explorations care- 
fully prepared by the Author, and embracing all 
his Expeditions; superbly illustrated with steel 
plates and wood cuts, engraved under the imme- 
diate superintendance of Gen. Fremont, mostly 
from Daguerreotypes taken on the spot. The 
work will be issued in a style superior even to 
Dr. Kane’s work. 2 vols. octavo. 


—The correspondent of the Independent at 
Washington says: 

“ We know already what the Rebels mean to do 
this fall. They announce it openly. They mean 











to capture the Army of the Potomac, or what is 
left of that grand army, take Washington, and 
invade Maryland to give succor to the suffering 
secessionists in that quarter. A bold programme 
certainly, but one which will be carried out to 
the letter unless this Administration manages 
better in the future than it has in the past. A 
distinguished member of the Cabinet remarked 
to a Northern governor a few days since, “I am 
not sure but it would do us a good service if 
Jackson were to capture Washington. It would 
wake the people up.” The governor was annoy- 
ed. “ Wake ‘he people up?” he replied; “ why, sir, 
are you aware ‘that the people of the loyal States 
are on fire with excitement, and principally be- 
cause you—the Government—are asleep, while 
the nation reels to ruin? No, sir! It might 
serve us a very good turn if Jackson would cap- 
ture Washington and every man in it, but the 
people need no more agitation to show them the 
desperate condition of the country. Let the 
Government do its duty, and all will be well.’ ” 
ns —lipmenetbeee us 


Late News. 


Latest, 

McClellan has thrown across the James Riv- 
er 15,000 men, with more to follow; Gen. 
Burnside has sailed from Newport News with: 
his forces, destination not yet made public ; Ad- 
miral Farragut has been obliged to leave Vicks- 
burgh on account of the lowness of the water 
in the Mississippi, and Com. Davis with his 
scattered and disabled gunboats is left to con- 
tend alone with the Rebel Ram and gunboats, 
giving ground for serious apprehensions in that 
quarter. 

Another Failure, 

Lieut. Col. Ellet, commanding the Ram- 
Fleet on the Mississippi near Vicksburg, lately 
planned a daring attack upon the Rebel gun- 
boat Arkansas, then lying for repairs at the 
landing, with the view of destroying her. The 
attack, it appears, was well-planned, aad came 
so near being successful that it proved a splen- 
did failure. The Col. chose the Ram, Queen 
of the West, manned with a select volunteer 
crew, and was to operate in connection with 
the fleets of Commodores Davis and Farragut, 
who were to engage respectively the batteries 
above aud below Vicksburvh, while he and one 
gunboat were to attack the Arkansas. Owing 
to some misunderstanding and mismanagement, 
however, the fleets did not properly co-operate 
by engaging the batteries, and the gunboat, 
which was to have grappled with the Arkansas 
and hauled her out into the stream so that the 
Ram could strike her, failed to do so, and the 


Ram was left alone to the tender mercies of 


Rebel batteries. Notwithstanding the extreme- 
ly perilous situation he was in, Col. Ellet brave- 
ly advanced his Ram to the attack, striking the 
Rebel boat a terrible blow, and then retreating 
as fast as possible up the river. The blow was 
so severe that it made both boats tremble from 
stem to stern; but it does not seem to have 
dove much damage to the Arkansas, as she was 
afterwards seen steaming up and down the riv- 
er by the landing. Col. Ellet’s Ram was com- 
pletely riddled by the enemy’s shot; but, 
strange to say, not a man was killed or serious- 
ly injured! The Queen of the West, though 
so much damaged, wes able to proceed up the 
river for repairs. 

Dratt Ordered, 

The following order was issued from the War 
Department, Washington, August +: 

War Department, Washington, Aug. 4. 

Ordered : First, That a draft of 300,000 mnlitia 
be immediately called into the service of the 
United States, to serve for nine months, unless 
sooner discharged. The Secretary of War will 
assign the quota to the several States, and estab- 
lish regulations for the draft. -_ 

Second, That if any State shafnot by the 15th 
of August furnish its quota of the additional vol 
unteers authorized by law, the deficiency of vol- 
unteers in that State will also be made up by 
special draft from the militia of tho State. The 
Secretary of War will establish regulations fo 
this purpose. 

Third, Regulations will be prepared by the 
War Department, and presented to the President. 
with the object of securing the promotion of offi- 
cers of the army and volunteers, for meritorious 
ane distinguished services, and of preventing the 
nomination and appointment in the military ser- 
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vice of incompetent or unworthy officers. The 
regulations will also provide for ridding the ser- 
vice of such incompetent persons as now hold 
commissions. 

By order of the President : 

Epwin M. Stanton, Secretary of War. 
Night attack on McClellan’s Army, 

At 12 o’clock on the night of the last doy of 
July, the Rebels opened fire upon McClellan's 
army at the mail-boat landing, with several bat- 
teries of light artillery. The firing was directed 
at the shipping and encampments of the Union 
army. The Rebels are said to have handled their 
pieces remarkably well, firing with great rapidity 
and precision. For sometime they had it all 
their own way, as the Union army had not antici- 
pated an attack from that quarter, and were un- 
prepared. After a while, however, several 32 
pounders were brought to bear upon the Rebel 
batteries, and soon silenced them. Luckily for 
the Federals no great damage was done by the 
Rebel missiles, only four or five men being killed 
and a half dozen wounded. Several horses were 
also killed and some slight damage done to sev- 
eral of the vessels. The Rebel loss is unknown, 

The next day McUlellam sent over a force of 
600 men and destroyed the buildings and timber 
which had shielded the Rebels from observation. 
The trees were found much cut up by the shot of 
the Union guns, rendering it probable that the 
Rebel forces suffered considerably. The work of 
clearing the opposite side of the river ought to 
have been done long before. 

Reconnoisanuces. 

Since the night attack of the Rebels on Me- 
Clellan’s army, a strong detachment of cavalry, 
artillery and infantry has been sent on a recon- 
noisance south of the James river, and has pene- 
trated the country within 14 miles of Peters- 
burgh, Va. They found no evidence of large bod- 
ies of Rebels in that direction ; but met witha 
cavalry force, which they routed and drove before 
them, killing and wounding several and taking all 
their tents, camp-equipage and commissary 
stores, and losing not a single man. 

Gen. Pope sends the following official account 
of another reconnoisance in his department: 

“The reconnoitering column under Gen. Craw- 
ford crossed the Rapidan and pushed forward to 
Orange Court ilouse yesterday (Aug. 2), and 
took possession of the town, which was occupied 
by two regiments of the enemy’s cavalry under 
Gen. Robertson. 

Eleven of the enemy were killed, and 52 taken 
prisoners. 

Among the latter are one major, two captains 
and two lieutenants. 

Our loss was two killed and three wounded. 

The enemy retired in such haste as to leave 
their wounded in our hands. 

The Railroad and Telegraph lines between 
Orange Court House and Gordonsville were de- 
stroyed.” 

Military Employment of Negroes. 

There are conflicting statements and practice 
yet in regard to the employment of negro volun- 
teers. 

The following is a Washington dispatch : 

Senator Lane, of Kansas, has received a most 
important commission, viz: to go to Kansas and 
recruit troops under laws just passed. He will 
leave on Saturday for that purpose, His instruc- 
tions from the President and Secretary of War 
enable him to receive all men into the service who 
are loyal, without reference to color, and he will 
widely proclaim that fact in his order, He antici- 
pates raising one or two regiments of blacks, and 
one of white men in two weeks after reaching 
home, Special authority has been given him to 
draw on the quartermasters and commissaries for 
arms, clothing, and subsistence, and while he will 
not accept a generalship from the President, be- 

cause of its interference with his senatorial seat, 
he may accept a commission from the Governor 
of Kansas, and promptly enter the field at the 
head of his brigade. 

Tuesday's papers make the following statement : 

At a war meeting in Providence, R. I. on Mon- 
day afternoon, Gov. Sprague called on the col- 
ored citizens to form a regiment as part of the 
quota of the State. He promised to accompany 
them to the field and share the perils with them. 

Gov. Tod, of Ohio, refuses to accept negro vol- 
unteers though many in that State are ready and 
anxious to fight. 

Then we have reports from Washington that 
there is talk of organizing a negro regiment in 
the District of Columbia. On the other hand a 
dispatch was telegraphed from Washington on 


“Tn answer to a deputation of prominent citi- 
zens who waited on the President te-day to urge 
the acceptance of negro regiments, Mr. Lincoln 
replied that he could not accept negro regiments, 
but would accept as many as offered as laborers. 
This, it is understood, is the settled policy of the 
government.” 

Confiscated slaves, 

A dispatch dated Memphis says: 

Thirteen thousand confiscated slaves are em- 
ployed in fortifications and in the Quartermaster’s 
Department. 

Another dispatch from Gen. Curtis’s army, at 
Ifelena, Arkansas, says there are nearly 3,000 
confiscated slaves there. 

Gen+ Hunter’s Way of Doing Things. 

A correspondent of the Tribune at Hilton 
Head, S. C., says: 

The Negro regiment is not at all popular here. 
The colored men—as well-behaved fellows as 
could be wished—were jeered at, msulted, and 
sometimes struck on their way to their daily la- 
bor at the wharf, until Gen. Hunter directed 
that no details from the Ist South Carolina Vol- 
unteers should be made for that purpose, but that 
gangs of men from the regiments who had abused 
them should take their places, Now there is a 
how! raised about “a nigger being of more ac- 
count than a white man.” Gen. Hunter is a per- 
fect trump. 

A Regimeut of Negroes in Chicago, 

The Westliche Post states that Mr. Hessing, the 
Sheriff at Chicago, a German by birth, has applied 
to the President for permission to raise a regi- 
ment of colored men. He is an energetic man, 
and popular with that class of the population of 
Chicago. 

Blockade of Mexican Ports by the french, 

Information has been received by the State 
Department from Charles M. Proctor, United 
States consul at Vera Cruz, that by order of the 
commander of the French forces at that place, 
the ports of ‘lampico and Alvarado would on the 
15th instant be blockaded by the French naval 
force, and that the blockade would be maintained 
until there was a cessation of hostilities. 

Quick Passage, 

The United States Steamer, Thomas Swan, ar- 
rived at New York, August 1, from Port Royal, 
after a passage of only 96 hours. 

British Hatred. 

Rev. Theo, L. Cuyler of New York, who is 
now traveling in Britain, accounts for the prevail- 
ing hatred, or lack of sympathy ameng the gov- 
erning classes of England and other parts of Eu- 
rope, for the people of the North in their conflict 
with the South, on the following grounds : 

“1, The aristocratic party love the aristocratic 
South better than the republican North. They 
are the ruling class in Europe. 

“2. Envy is natural with nations as with indi- 
viduals. England thinks us too large already: 
She favors “ dissolution.” 

‘*3. The pro-slavery party have out-talked and 
out-worked us here [i. e. in Europe] with pen and 
press and gold. Why does not our Government 
put the knife to Slavery at once ?” 

—The wheat-crop in Ohio is now being har- 
vested. It is said that if it has not rusted within a 
short time, it will be the largest product of that 
grain since 1850. The advance in grain-produc- 
tion (wheat, corn, rye, oats, &c.), in Ohio and 
Indiana, in the year 1860 over 1859, was nearly 
50 per cent., the total being 247,459,636 bushels 
in 1860, and 162,940,581 bushels in 1859. The 
surplus export from these two States alone, in 
1861, was worth about $60,000,000.—Ex. 
—(ilowing descriptions are given of the crop- 
prospects in New Jersey. Through the section 
about Elizabeth and Rahway, for miles, the coun- 
try is little else than a continuous field of grain, 
intermingled with potatoes and grass-land, and 
orchards overloaded with fruit. 





A Srrance Incipent.—Six years ago, a young 
black man in Maryland, tired of being a slave, 
took advantage of a propitious night, and ran 
away to Canada. On sending back ar occasional 
message to }is aged father, who remained behind 
in bonds, he found means, for some time, of pro- 
curing answers, until at length no more answers 
came. ‘Then for five years he heard nothing, and 
neither father nor son knew if the other were 
alive or dead. A few days ago, a yentleman in a 
public position in this city received a letter from 
this dusky Canadian corresponednt, asking if 
there were any possible way of finding out some- 
thing about his father. This letter was shortly 
afterwards inclosed to an editor of this paper, and 
was lying open on his desk, when the office was 
eniered by a stranger froma Border state—an 
old man with a black face—and no other than the 





Tuesday as follows: 


| pected and speedy answer, and by this time the 
father and son have seen each other face to face! 
Who shall say that the kind providence of God 
does not sighally favor the poor and the lowly 
whom men despise ?— Independent. 


— a 


An Oneida Journal. 








Some discussion has taken place in our 
evening meetings, during the past week, rela- 
tive to the true position of the Community in 
regard to the war and public movemeuts in so- 
ciety around us. We need to keep clearly in 
view before us the object for which the Com- 
munity was organized, and not suffer ourselves 
to be drawn away from that object by second- 
ary questions, and side issues. Some historic- 
al facts were referred to as illustrating the fun- 
damental ideas upon which the Community 
was founded. 

Fifteen years ago, in 1847, a movement was 
started among believers in the doctrine of holi- 
ness, in this State and in New England, for a 
more perfect union and coéperation with each 
other. In pursuance of this object two con- 
ventions were held in this State during the 
month of September in that year. The first 
at Lairdsville, Oneida Co., September 34., 
continued three days; the second at Genoa, 
Cayuga Co., September 17th, which also con- 
From a report of this 
second convention in the Spiritual Magazine, 


tinued three days. 


published at Putner, Vt., October 1, 1847, we 
copy the following paragraphs : 

‘* The morning session of the first day was 
given up to informal conversation and prelim- 
inary addresses. At the opening of the af- 
ternoon session, John B. Foote stated that 
this Convention might be regarded as a con- 
tinuation of the Convention held at Lairds- 
ville, on the 3d inst., and that the prominent 
object of it was, the unioa and concentration of 
the great body of believers, so that they may 
follow the leadings of God in a more collective 
way than they have done in their isolated 
‘state. 

‘© Wat. H. Cook was chosen Moderator, and 
Wo. C. Gouxp, Seeretary. 

** The afternoon was occupied with remarks 
on those subjects which were the chief points 
of interest at the Lairdsville Convention, viz., 
union of the cast and the west, association, the 
coming of the kingdom of God. 

** At the close of this meeting, J. H. Noyes, 
Edward Palmer 2d, J. B. Foote, John Cor- 
wir and Wm. H. Cook, were appointed a com- 
mittee to draft resolutions expressive of the 
sentiments of the Convention, to be presented 
for discussion on the following day. 

At the opening of the meeting on Saturday, 
the following definition of the character of the 
Convention, was adopted as the preamble of 
the roll. 

The object of this Convention, as implied in 
the call of it, and as stated by those who made 
the call, is to bring together Perfectionists, 
i. e. those who confess Christ a Savior from 
sin, and particularly the eastern and western 
divisions uf Perfectionists, for the purpose of 
acquaintance, acknowledgement of each other, 
and co-operation. All who desire this object 
are invited to subscribe their names, as mem- 
bers of the Convention. 

‘* After the roll was made, the Committee 
appointed at the previous session reported two 
series of resolutions. The first was the series 
passed at the Lairdsville Convention, expressing 
approbation of the Putney publications.— 
Those resolutions were discussed with interest, 
and passed unanimously. The second series 
of resolutions was as follows: 

“1. Resolved, That we will devote ourselves ex- 
clusively to the establishment of the kingdom of 
God; and as that kingdom includes and provides 
for all interests, religious, political, social and 
physical, that we will not join or co-operate with 
any other association, 


of Heavenly Association, is the renunciation of 
exclusive claim to private property. 

“4. Resolved, That it is expedient immediately 
to take measures for forming a Heavenly Associ- 
ation in Central New-York. 

“ These resolutions occupied the Convention 
through the day. 
answered. 


Objections were made and 
The discussion was free and ani- 
mated. The whole series of resolutions was 
finally passed, without dissenting votes. 

“* Sunday was given up to free testimony and 
devotional exercises. In the afternoon, J. H. 
Noyes addressed belicvers, urging them to 
obey the call of God’s Spirit, to enlist in the 
army of heaven, to substitute Christ for death, 
and make no excuses to him on account of 
worldly engagements, which they would not 
make to death; to face the farnace prepared 
for them by the prince of this world, as Sha- 
drach, Meshech, and Abeénego faced the fur- 
nace of Nebuchadnezzar. This discourse was 
followed by a full surrender of many hearts 
to the present call of Christ. With great fer- 
vor, the strongest men of the Convention came 
forward and pledged ‘their lives, their for- 
tunes, and their sacred honor,” for the enter- 
prize proposed in the resolutions of the pre- 
vious day, and for the establishment of the 
kingdom of God in the world.” 

The Oneida Association, which was begun 
in the fall and winter of 1847, was the first 
attempt to carry out practically the purpose 
here annunciated. Of those who took part in 
those Conventions, aud there pledged them- 
selves to the great object, some proved un- 
faithful and turned back from the work, but 
enough were t:ue and earnest to begin the 
movement, and to devote their lives to it.— 
And from the germ, which they in connec- 
tion with others organized, the Oneida Com- 
munity has grown to its present numbers and 
condition. The purpose announced in the 
Resolutions of this Convention is still the cen- 
tral purpose of the Community. The Com- 
munity, individually and collectively, is devoted 
to the establishment of the kingdom of Ged ; 
and we cannot codperate with any movement, 
religious, political, social, or otherwise, which 
This is 
the controlling test which must govern our 
sympathies and our acts. 


is not directly tending to that end. 


The necessity for 
faithfulness to this purpose and this test is 
manifest. Lost sight of or abandoned and our 
movement, as a distinctive and high one, is at 
anend. We should drift with the 
popular impulse and opinion. ‘The inspiration 
and work of leading the world forward toa 


tides ot' 


heavenly order of society would be transferred 
to more faithful and more worthy hands. 
Departure.—Harriet E. Hawley, a young sis- 


ter, aged about seventeen, died July 30, of con- 
sumption. 





aa cca 
Kknox’s Fruit-Farm. 

The following account of a visit to the fruit- 
farm of Mr. J. Knox, near Pittsburg, Pa., was 
given by the Secretary of the Pennsylvania Hor- 
ticultural Society, at a recent meeting. 
from the Gardener's Monthly : 


We copy 


As Mr. Knox had, at a previous meeting, given a 
detailed account of his method of culture, the Sec- 
retary’s was confined to the other leading points 
of interest. The farm, consisting of one hundred 
and twenty-five acres, of which about twenty-five 
acres are devoted to woodland, roads and buildings, 
is situated on the southerly slope, of the range of 
hills bordering the south bank of the Monongahela 
River, opposite Pittsburgh, and presents a very 
rolling surface. It has no division fences, save for 
a small piece of woodland, and every foot of it is un- 
der culture. Many persons attribute the successfu! 
results obtained to the exposure, others to the soil 
or atmosphere, but while all these have their influ- 
ences, the mainspring ot the whole is culture’ 
thorough, intelligent, unceasing culture. The ex- 
posure of most of the farm is southerly and wester- 
ly, but a considerable part is to the north and east : 
the soil varies from a dark, rich loam, to a tough 
white clay ; but everywhere throughout the estate 





“2. Resolved, That as the kingdom of God is to 
have an external manifestation, and as that mani- | 
festation must be in some forin of Association. | 


we will acquaint ourselves with the principles of 


formity to them as fast as possible. 





young man’s father! So the letter had an unex 





the crops of all kinds show the effect of the 
plowing, subsoiling and the constant agitation ot 
the soil, and are allas abundant as could be de- 


deep 


’ | sired. 


Among strawberries, the Triomphe de Gand still 


Heavenly Association, and train ourselves to con- | maintained its supremacy, and is all that has ever 


been claimed forit. The finest show of strawber- 


* 3. Resolved, That one of the leading principles ' ries was growing on a southerly slope, the rows run- 
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ning east and west, those running north and south 
being not so good. In the former, the fruit falls 
over the south as if courting the sun, and ripens in 
large clusters of the richest color. These were Iowa, 
Fillmore and Triomphe de Gand: the Fillmore was 


truly superb. 

Mr. Knox does nut favor very high manuring for 
strawberries, but plows and subsoils 20 inches deep 
before planting, and then mulches. Several acres 
nave been laid out in vineyards; the vines planted 
six feet apart, and the rows eight feet equidistant ; 
between the rows are four lines of strawberries, fif- 
teen inches asunder, planted in quincunx, which 
will remain for two to three years, until the vines 
are in full bearing. The first year the vines are 
staked ; the second year stout locust posts are put 
down, eight feet equidistant, projecting, say fifteen 
inches above the surface ; to each of which an up- 
right scantling eight feet high is firmly spiked.— 
These are connected by a bottom rail about twelve 
inches from the ground, and a top rail at seven feet 
in hight. Midway between these uprights a single 
vertical slat is nailed, eight feet high, two inches 
wide, and one inch thick. To this the young vine 
is trained. Next year similar slats are nailed over 
the whole trellis, nine inches apart, presenting the 
appearance of a poultry yard fence. In this way 
the vineyard trellis is progressively made; the 
money is outlaid only as fast as required. It costs 


$200 per acre. 


Vines in all stages, from the youngster of three 
months to those of five years old, were seen in dif- 
ferent parts of the farm. The growth and produc- 
tiveness of those three and four years old was some- 


thing wonderful. Mr. Knox had stated at a pre- 
vious meeting, that twenty-five pounds of Concord 
grapes had been gathered from a vine three years 
old. The speaker took pains to make a careful es- 
timate of the promised yield of the Deleware, Con- 
cord and Hartford Prolifics he saw, and thinks they 
will average more than that amount. A single cane 
of the Deleware 8 feet high, was estimated to yield 
eighty bunches, or about twenty pounds. 

The arrangement of the trellises seems an excel- 
lent one for training the canes—the vines being 
grown on the renewal system—and it also serves to 
break the force of the wind, sifting it and dividing 
its wave into gentle currents. It was observed that 
the young renewal cane was allowed to fruit to its 
full capacity ; in some cases even two of them were 
growing from the spur, both laden with fruit. 

A plot of ground of about two acres, contained 
one hundred thousand young Concord vines propa- 
gated from single eyes this spring, by the hot water 
circulation system, in plain wooden propagating 
houses about 100 feet long, by 12 feet wide, each 
house capable of growing 8000 vines, and this three 
times repeated in the season. 

Athrifty young peach orchard attracts general 
attention. The timbs branch out from within six 
inches of the ground, and the spreading branches 
completely shade the ground. An apple orchard, 
some years of age, is also very healthy and produc- 
tive. Several acres are devoted to raspberries, 
currants, blackberries and gooseberries; all giving 
evidence in their large healthy growth, and aston- 
ishing productiveness, of the thorough and conscien- 
tious preparation of the soil. The English goose- 
berry suffers no mildew here; due perhaps in part, 
to the atmosphere, as around Pittsburgh generally, 
it is exempt from this blight. 

There is no attempt at display in the buildings, 
forcing-houses, &c.; everything is plain, economical 
and substantial. 





The Freedmen of South Car- 
olina. 





Mr. J. M. McKim in an address before the Port 
Roral Relief Committee in Philadelphia gives the 
following interesting view of the freedmen at 
Port Royal : 

That the present condition of these people is in 
favorable contrast with that under their masters 
is evident from their songs, which constitute a 
striking feature in their manifestations of charac- 
ter. They are a musical people. When they 
work in concert, as in rowing, or grinding at the 
mill, their hands keep time to music. Their boat 
songs are the ones most frequently heard. The 
islands are made and permeated by rivers and 
creeks, and the boat furnishes the most common 
mode of locomotion. 

When the negroes began to row, they at the 
same time began tu sing. All their songs are in 
the minor key. If one chances to begin on the 
major, it quickly saddens and passes into the 
minor. Their songs are all religious, barcarvles 
and all. I speak without exception. So far as 
I heard or was told of, their singing was all re- 
ligious. None of their songs express mirth or 
present joy. The only joy expressed or implied 
is that of hope. ‘ Rest at last” was their general 
burden ; “Heaven is my home;” ‘Have a little 
patience ; ‘‘ God will deliver,”— these and the like 
were the refrains of all their ballads. 

There was one which on shore we heard more 
than any other, and which was irresistibly touch- 
ing. It wasa sort of ballad, known as “ Poor 
Rosy, Poor Gal.” It is almost impossible to 
give an idea of the effect of this or any of their 
songs by a mere recital or description. They are 
all exceedingly simple, both in sentiment and 
music. Each stanza centains but a single thought, 
set in perhaps two or three bars of music; and 
yet as they sing it, in alternate recitative and 
chorus, with varying inflections and dramatic 
effect, this simple and otherwise monotonous 


melody will, to a musical ear and a heart suscep- 
tible of impression, have all the charm of variety. 
Take, for instance, a few stanzes from the dirge 
of “Poor Rosy.” 


Fancy the first l:ne sung in 


the major key, and the two following changed by 
an easy transition, and with varying inflections, 
into the minor, and you will have some idea of 
the effect. ° 
Poor Rosy, poor gal ! 
Poor—Rosy—poor--gal ! 
P-o-o-r R-o-s-y, p-0-o-r g-a-l! 
Heaven shall be my home. 
Hard trial on my way ! 
Hard—trial—-on--my—way ! 
H-a-r-d t-r-i-a-l o-n m-y w-a-y! 
Heaven shall be my home. 
Wonder what de people want of me! 
Wonder—what—de--people--want—-of—me ! 
W-o-n-d-e-r w-h-a-t d-e p-e-o-p-l-e w-a-n-t 
o-f m-e ! 
Heaven shall be my home. 
When I talk I talk with God! 
When—I--talk--I—talk--with--God ! 
W-h-e-n I t-a-l-k I t-a-l-k w-i-t-h G-o-d! 
Heaven shall be my home. 


I asked one of these blacks—one of the most |), 


intelligent I had met—where they got these songs. 
‘Dey make em, sah.” “How do they make 
them?” After a pause, evidently casting about 
for an explanation, he said: ‘‘I’ll tell you; it’s 
dis way. My master call me up and order me 
ashort peck of corn and a hundredlash. My 
friends see it and is sorry for me. When dey 
come to de praise meeting dat night dey sing 
about it. Some’s very good singers and know 
how ; and dey work it in, work it in you know, 
till dey get it right; and dat’s de way.” A very 
satisfactory explanation. 

I said these songs were all in the minor key. 
This was a mistake. they have one that hasa 
cheerful, and as it sounded when I first heard it, 
a hilarious ring. It is a new one, made, as they 
said, “since Secesh times.” It runs thus: 

No more driver call for me, 
No more driver call; 

No more driver call for me, 
Many a thousand die. 


No more peck of corn for me, 
No more peck of corn ; 

No more peck of corn for me, 
Many a thousand die. 


No more hundred lash for me, 
No more hundred lash ; 
No more hundred lash for me, 
Many a thousand die. 
and so on, recounting all the incidents of slave life. 

When I first heard this song I was going up 
from Hilton Head to Beaufort in a boat rowed by 
a half dozen men detailed from the lst Regiment 
of South Carolina Volunteers. They were in fine 
voice and spirits, and the echoes came back from 
the inlets of Ladies and St. Helena with tine 
effect. As we passed along we encountered a boat 
load of black people rowing in the opposite di- 
rection. They were acquaintances of our oars- 
men, and after the first salutation asked what 
those clothes meant? Our crew were dressed in 
the blue blouse and pants and felt hat, which con- 
stitute the uniform of the regiment. They ex- 
plained—one of them adding, in a tone of laughing 
triumph, “ We’se Uncle Sam’s chil’n now; we’se 
Uncle Sam’s chil’n ; we’renone of your fiel’ hans’. 
The others looked envious and passed on. The 
fact that these people are thought worthy to be 
enlisted as soldiers adds to their self-respect. 

I dwell on these songs, not as a matter of en- 
tertainment, but of instruction. They tell the 
whole story of these people’s life and character. 
There is no need, after hearing them, to inquire 
into the history of the slave’s treatment. Reci- 
tals of this kind one will hear enough of, whether 
he desires it or not; fur these people, having 
now, for the first time in their lives, sympathetic 
listeners, pour out their hearts in narrations 
which nothing but flint can resist. 

I ought to add, befure leaving this subject, that 
their songs, hke their talk, are couched in a bar- 
barous, Africanized sort of English, and are some- 
times quite unintelligible. In the specimens | 
have here given, I have not followed their pro- 
nunciation. 

The success of a judicious system of free labor 
at the South is insured by the large development 
on the part of the blacks of the religious senti- 
ment. As persuns deprived of one sense acquire 
greater susceptibility in those that remain, so it 
would seem that these people, degraded in body, 
stunted in intellect, scarred and twisted out of 
shape in their muscular and mental forms of ex- 
istence, have acquired additional strength in their 
spiritual life. Religion is universal among them. 
To be sure, in most cases it is a mere sentiment 
or habit, and not sufficient to preserve them 
against temptation; but in many cases it is a 
living and active operative principle. Their con- 
victions are strong and their experiences vivid. 
They speak of “seeing God” and “ hearing God” 
with a simplicity of faith which sounds fanatical, 
but which to the philosophical mind is quite con- 
sistent with reason. Their spiritual conceptions 
are like sight or sound ; anc thus it is that they 
are supported in their trials. God is a present 
refuge to them in every time of trouble. “ Fran- 
cis,’ said I to an old gray-haired man who was 
conning over his spelling-book, “ why do you take 
the trouble to Jearn to read? You say it is hard 
work, and very discouraging ; why do you try ?” 
* Because, massa, I want to be satisfied; I want 
to read de Word of God.” “ But can’t you know 
the word of God without reading it in a book ?” 
“ Yes, massa, I do know it, I know it here!” 
striking himself on the breast; ‘‘but I want to 
read it for myself.” I had asked the same ques- 
tion of an elderly woman, un the Sunday previous, 
at Sunday school. She wasone of those spiritu- 
al-faced ones whom you will sometimes find 
among the most illiterate. Her countenance told 
a tale of suffering and of triumph. “ Tamar,” 





said [, “why, at your age, do you take so much 


trouble to learn to read?” ‘ Because I want to 
read de Word of de Lord.” “But can’t you 
know the Word of the Lord without reading it ?”’ 
“Yes, massa, I can hear it, but I want to read 
it.’ “ How can you hear it?” “TI hear de voice 
here,” laying her hand on her breast. “TI have 
hearn it, massa.” ‘“‘ When, Tamar, did you ever 
hear it?” Turning upon me her full and deep 
eyes, she said: “ One morning, s#; one morning 
i went out to de woods before daylight to pray. 
My heart was full of sorrow: and when 1 was 
praying, de Lord spoke to me.” “ And what did 
he say, Tamar?’ ‘He said, ‘Tamar! all you’se 
sins is forgiven; you’re my chile.’” “ Well,’ 
said I, waiting for her to go on. “Den I was 
filled with lub and joy ; my heart was full of lub 
for everybody.” ‘Not for your old master too, 
Tamar ?” ‘ Yes, sir, for my master and ebery- 
body.” Now, who will say that this old woman 
had not heard the voice of God? And whose 
a faith will bear a stronger test than 
ers 
Religion has afforded these people their only 
resource ; they have no amusements, no diver- 
sions, no social visiting. Their children have no 
plays—no games whatever. The “ praise-house”’ 
(prayers-house, as the hut in which they hold 
their meetings is called) is their only recreation. 
Here, as one of their songs goes, they 
Sing and pray 
Their souls away 

in sweet forgetfulness of their wrongs. 

In the camp of the black regiment there is, I 
was told, a prayer-meeting in one or the other of 
the tents every night. 1 may add, in passing, 
that there is no better behaved set of men on 
Hilton Head than this same “ Firet Regiment of 
South Carolina Volunteers.” Their appearance, 
in their dark blue uniform and felt hat is pictur- 
esqe. They handle the musket with as much 
dexterity as other new recruits, and their pro- 
ficiency in marching is more rapid. Their camp 
is kept neat and tidy, and they compare well in 
all respects with others of more favored complex- 
ion. As for their military capacity and the wis- 
dom of General Hunter in enrolling them as _ sol- 
diers, I say nothing here; not for want of well- 
settled convictions on these points, but because 
these points are not embraced in the range of in- 
quiry, the results of which it is my business here 
to report. 





From the Atlantic Monthly. 
Ericsson and his Inventions. 





Concluded. 

In addition to his regular professional avo- 
eations, Ericsson was industriously occupied in 
devising ncw applications of the Caloric-En- 
gine, when the attempted secession of the 
Southern States plunged the country into the 
existing war and struck a blow at all the arts 
of peace. His whole heart and mind were giv- 
en at once to the support of the Union. Libe- 
ral in all bis ideas, be is warmly attached to 
republican institutions, and has a hearty abhor- 
rence of intolerance and oppression in all their 
forms. His early military education and his 
long study of the appliances of naval warfare 
increased the interest with which he watched 
the progress of events. The abandonment of 
the Norfolk navy-yard to the Rebels struck 
him as a disgrace that might have been avoided. 
He foresaw the danger of a formidale antago- 
nist from that quarter in the steamship which 
we had so obligingly furnished them. The 
building of gun-boats with steam-machinery 
above the water-line--where the first shot from 
an enemy might render it useless—scemed to 
him, in view of what he had done and was 
ready to do again, a very unnecessary error.— 
Knowing thoroughly all the improvements made 
and making in the war-steamers of England 
and France, and feeling the liability of their 
interference in our affairs, he could not appre- 
ciate the wisdom of building new vessels ac- 
cording to old ideas. The blockade of the Po- 
tomac by Rebel batteries, in the very face of 
our navy, seemed to him an indignity which 
need not be endured, if the inventive genius of 
tbe North could have fair play. 

An impregnable iron gun-boat was, in his 
judgment, the thing that was needed ; and he de- 
termined that the plan of such a vessel should 
be his contribution toward the success of the 
war. The subject was not a new oneto him. 
He had given it much consideration, and his 
plan in all its essential features, had been ma- 
tured long before. Proposals for iron-clad ves - 
sels having been mvited by the Navy Depart- 
ment, Ericsson promptly submitted his pians 
and specifications. Knowing the oppositon 
that novelties always encounter, he had no 
great expectation that his proposal would be 
accepted. ‘‘I have done my part,” said he ; 
‘“*T have offered my plan. It is for the Gov- 
ernmcnt to say whether I shall be allowed to 
carry it out.”” He feit confident, however, that 
if the plan should be brought to the notice of 
the President, his practical wisdom and sound 
common seuse could not fail to decide in its fa- 
vor. Fortunately for the country, EKricsson’s 
offer was accepted by the Navy Department. 
He immediately devoted all his energies to the 
exccution of his task, and the result was the 





construction of the vessel to which he himself 


gave the name of the “‘ Monitor.”” What she 
is and what she has accomplished, we need not 
bere repeat. Whatever may be her future 
history, we may safely say, in the words of the 
New York Chamber of Commerce, that ‘ the 


will be, forever remembered with gratitude and 
admiration.” 

We rejoice to believe that the merits and ser- 
vices of Ericsson are now fully appreciated by 
the people of the United States. The thanks 
of the nation have been tendered to him by a 
resolution of Congress. The Boston Board. of 
Trade and the New York Chamber of Com- 
merce have passed resolutions expressive of 
their gratitude. The latter body expressed 
also their desire that the Government of the 
United States should make to Captain Eries- 
son “such suitable return for his services as 
will evince the gratitude of a great nation.” — 
Upon hearing this suggestion, Ericssou, with 
characteristic modesty, remarked,-—“ All the 
remuneration I desire for the Monitor I get 
out of the construction of it. It is all-sufficient.”’ 
Nevertheless we think the suggestion well wor- 
thy of consideration. Inthe same spirit of 
manly independence, he discountenanced the 
movement set on foot among the merchants of 
New York for the subscription of a sum of 
money to be presented to him. He asks noth- 
ing but fair remuneration for services rendered, 
and that, it is to be hoped, the people will take 
care that he shall receive. 

Ericsson is now zealously at work in con- 
structing six new iron gun-boats on the plan of 
the Monitor. If that remarkable structure can 
be surpassed, he is the man to accomplish it. 
His ambition is to render the United States 
—— against the navies of the world.—- 
‘* Give me only the requisite means,”’ he writes, 
‘* and in a very short time we can say to those 
powers now bent on destroying republican in- 
stitutions, ‘* Leave the Gulf with your frail 
craft or perish !? Ihave all my life asserted 
that mechanical science will put an end to the 
power of England over the seas. The ocean 
is Nature’s highway between the nations.—It 
should be free ; and surely Nature’s laws, when 
properly applied, will make it so.” 

His reputation as an engineer is world-wide. 
In 1852 he was made a Knight of the Order 
of Vasa by King Oscar of Sweden. The fol- 
lowing extract from a poem “ To John Erics- 
son” we translate from Svenska Tidningen,”’ 
the Government journal of Stockholm. It is 
eloquently expressive of the pride and admira- 
tion with which he is regarded in his native 
countr). 

‘* World-wide his fame, so gracefully adorning 

His native Sweden with enduring radiance ! 

Not a king’s crown could give renown so noble : 

For - is Thought’s great triumph, and the scep- 
er 

He wields is over elements his subjects!” 

Although now in his sixtieth year, Ericsson 
has the appearance of a man of forty. He is 
in the very maturity of a vigorous manhood, 
and retains all the fire and enthusiasm of youth. 
He has a frame of iron, cast in a large, symet- 
rical mould. His head and face are indicative 
of intellectual power anda strong will. His 
presence impresses one, at the first glance, as 
that of an extraordinary man. His bearing is 
dignified ai.d courteous, with a touch perhaps 
of military brusquerie in his mode of address. 
He has a keen sense of humor, a kindly and 
generous disposition, and a genial and compan-- 
1onable’nature. He is a “* good hater’ and a 
firm friend. Like all men of strong character 
and outspoken opinions, he has some enemies ; 
but his chosen friends he “ grapples to his 
heart with hooks of steel.” | * * * 

He is not a mere mechanician, but has great 
knowledge of men and of affairs, and an ample 
fund of information on all subjects. His con- 
versation is engaging and instructive ; and when 
he seeks to enlist co-operation in his mechani- 
eal enterprises, few mer can stand the forve 
of his arguments and the power of his personal 
magnetism. 

The amount of labor which he is capable of 
undergoing is astonishing. While engaged in 
carrying out his inventions, it is a common 
thing for him to pass sixteen hours a day at his 
table, in the execution of detailed mechanical 
drawings, which he throws off with a facility 
and in a style that have probably never been 
surpassed. He does not seem to need such 
recreation as other men pine after. He never 
cares tu run down to the sea-shore, or drive 
into the country, or spend a week at Saratoga 
or at Newport. Give him his drawing-table, 
his plans, his models, the noise of machinery, 
the clatter of the foundry, and he is always 
contented. Weck in and week out, summer 
and winter, he works on and on, and the 
harder he works, the more satisfied he seems 
to be. He is as untiring as one of his own en- 
gines, which never stop so long as the fire 
burns. Endowed with such a constitution, it 
is to be hoped that new triumphs and many 





years of Lonor and usefulness are yet before him. 


floating-battery Monitor deserves to be, and . 





so of = 


i 


jas 


S| 


FRI 


F 


SEW 


will: 


‘ional 
selve 


BIB! 
An 
0 
of 
on i 


SAL 
fon 


P , 
Nishe 
ma. 





